PRIVATE APPLICATOR Certification UPDATE (12/22/2025)
I wanted to give an update on the Tennessee Department of Agriculture concerning the private applicator renewal process that will begin in January of 2026.
The Tennessee Department of Agriculture will start printing and sending private applicator cards for those who already have obtained 3 points on January 5th. As of today (12/22/2025), there are around 500 Private Applicators who already have accrued the required 3 points credit. As attendance rosters get sent to TDA and individuals accrue 3 points, TDA's computer system will be updated and the public portal (private applicator web site) will be updated as well. TDA will mail new certification cards to individuals who have accrued 3 points as soon as their system receives updates. 
Private Applicator cards will look a bit different this year. They will be printed in black and white only. This saves a tremendous amount of time printing the cards. Also, the state seal watermark will be replaced by the TN logo which will be located on the top left of the card. So don’t be alarmed if they look different than the past cards you have received.
If you have not received credit or attended any approved meetings, make certain you attend an approved meeting prior to June 30, 2026.  One point credit, may be obtained for each 50-minute or longer meeting you attend.  Contact your local county extension office to find out more information concerning approved meeting events.    


